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The Artizon Museum Outdoor Sculpture Project 
Rachel WHITEREAD 
Artizon Conversations Completed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation (ISHIBASHI Hiroshi, Director; Chuo-ku, Tokyo) has 
been moving forward since around 2010 with a project to install sculptures outdoors, 
amidst rebuilding its building and planning its new museum. Bearing in mind the basic 
concept of Kyobashi Saiku ,* —which comprises of Museum Tower Kyobashi, where our 
museum is located, and the TODA BUILDING—, as “A center of art and culture for all", we 
have conducted repeated deliberations over outdoor sculptures that would suit this 
neighborhood. This process led us to commission new works from two artists, Rachel 
Whiteread and Lindy Lee. The first fruit of this long-term project, Artizon Conversations, an 
installation by Whiteread, was completed on Friday, July 18. 
Whiteread received the Turner Prize, one of the most prestigious of prizes in the world of 
contemporary art, in 1993. This British sculptor is acclaimed throughout the world for her 
unique approach of casting negative space, the space between, under, or otherwise around 
things. Artizon Conversations, the work she has just completed, is an installation work 
created by sculpting through casting the space enclosed by a chair’s seat and legs (negative 
space). The finished sculpture is made of marble quarried in Japan, a scarce material. This 
work can be positioned in the series that has continued since her signature work, Untitled 
(One Hundred Spaces) (1995), which was also created by casting the negative of a chair, in 
resin. Artizon Conversations is the first work of that series in the world to be on permanent 
display in a public space. 

Rachel WHITEREAD, Artizon Conversations, 2025, Marble, Installation ©Rachel Whiteread 
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Installed in the space between two buildings, Museum Tower Kyobashi and the TODA 
BUILDING, Artizon Conversations can be sat on as a chair. We asked Whiteread to create this 
work with the hope that, amidst our hectic daily lives, through art, a richly productive space 
will appear and new conversations in the city will be born.  
The artist contributed this observation about it: 
 

“I have always been interested in the relationship between architecture and 
sculpture. The pathway between the two buildings led me to think about a 
place to pause and converse. A cross between a sculpture and a performative 
space – somewhere to be solitary or with friends.” 
Rachel WHITEREAD  
June, 2025  

 
The second part of this project is an outdoor sculpture by Lindy Lee, who is from Australia, 
to be completed in January, 2026. Lee’s work expresses the connections between the world 
and humanity, inspired by her own interest in Daoism and Ch’an (Zen) Buddhism. This work 
will be her first outdoor sculpture to be on permanent display in Japan.  
We will invite Whiteread and Lee to a talk event in March 2026, a program associated with 
the completion of this project. At that event, they will unravel the meanings of the two 
works in this space. 
 
 
*Kyobashi Saiku 
This district is composed of the Museum Tower Kyobashi, where the Artizon Museum is located, 
and the TODA BUILDING; its concept is  
“A center of art and culture for all”. Only five minutes’ walk from the Yaesu Central Exit of JR 
Tokyo Station and located in Kyobashi, which is quite close to the Ginza and Nihombashi areas, 
both buildings’ lower floors include museums, event halls, galleries, and other cultural facilities. 
At their feet is a 120-meter-wide lushly green square along Chuo-dori Street. 
https://kyobashi-saiku.tokyo/ 
 
 

 
 
 
Introducing the Sculptures and the Artists 

 
Rachel WHITEREAD 
Born in London in 1963. In 1993, Whiteread became the first 
woman to win the Turner Prize. She has earned international 
acclaim as an artist who has a new perspective on the relationship 
between space and objects. Using her unique approach of casting 
negative space, she consistently creates sculptures that embody 
memories, traces, things not present. Between 2017 and 2019, a 
retrospective exhibition of her work debuted at Tate Britain, in 
London, and traveled to the 21er Haus, in Vienna, the National 
Gallery in Washington D.C., and the St. Louis Art Museum (both in 
the USA). In 2023, she displayed a new installation, … And the 
Animals Were Sold, at the Modern and Contemporary Art Gallery 
of Bergamo (Italy). Part of that work, Bergamo II, has been 
installed permanently at Jil Sander Ginza since December 2024. 

 

 

 

Courtesy of the artist and 
Gagosian  

https://kyobashi-saiku.tokyo/
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Preliminary Announcement:  
The Work by Lindy LEE to Be Completed in January, 2026  
 

Lindy LEE 
Born in Brisbane, Australia, in 1954. Lee creates art inspired by a 
fundamental understanding of the universe and materials, influenced 
by her deep engagement with Daoism and Ch’an (Zen) Buddhism and 
her cultural background and experience as an Australian of Chinese 
descent. She uses fire, water, and the chance-based processes in her 
sculptures, paintings, and installations, developing techniques that 
incorporate the power of nature in her works. Her recent major work, 
Ouroboros (2024), is a 13-ton mirror-polished stainless steel sculpture 
that has been installed in the National Gallery of Australia. Stepping 
inside it, one discovers a structure in which to experience shifting 
light and shadow. Lee has taken part in over 150 exhibitions in 

Australia and abroad, and her works are in the 
collections of the major museums in Australia. In 2024, 
she was awarded the Order of Australia (AO) for her 
contributions to the arts. 
 
 

 Lindy LEE, Ouroboros, 2024, National Gallery of 
Australia, Canberra photo by Martin Ollman 

Rachel WHITEREAD, Artizon Conversations, 2025, Marble, 
Installation ©Rachel Whiteread 

Photo: Elise Derwin 
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Related Program 
 
Rachel Whiteread and Lindy Lee will take part in a talk event in March 2026.  
Details will be announced on the Artizon Museum website and in a press release as they 
become available.  
www.artizon.museum 
 
 

Artizon Museum 

1-7-2 Kyobashi Chuo-ku Tokyo 104-0031, Japan 

Tel. Domestic: 050-5541-8600  International: +81 47-316-2772 (Hello Dial) 
https://www.artizon.museum/en/ 

Directions: 5 minutes on foot from JR Tokyo Station (Yaesu Central Exit); Tokyo Metro Ginza Line 

Kyobashi 

Station (No. 6, 7 Exit); Tokyo Metro Ginza Line, Tozai Line, Toei Asakusa Line Nihombashi Station (B1 Exit) 
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If using only one image, choose one from Page 1. 

Include image credits as provided. Do NOT trim images or overlay them with text. 

■ Please download images from the site below. 

https://www.artpr.jp/artizon/osp01 ＊Japanese only. 
 

For inquiries about this press release: 
Artizon Museum Communications 
E-mail: publicity@artizon.jp   TEL: +81 3-6263-0132 (Direct) 
1-7-2 Kyobashi Chuo-ku Tokyo 104-0031, Japan 

 

http://www.artizon.museum/
https://www.artizon.museum/en/
https://www.artpr.jp/artizon/osp01

