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Jam Session: The Ishibashi Foundation Collection x YAMASHIRO Chikako x SHIGA Lieko

In the midst of

October 11 [Sat], 2025 - January 12 [Mon], 2026

Left : YAMASHIRO Chikako, from work in progress. ©Chikako Yamashiro. Courtesy of the artist
Right : SHIGA Lieko, Born with ENAGARAMI [wrapped umbilical cords], 2025. ©Lieko Shiga. Courtesy of the artist

The Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation (Director: ISHIBASHI Hiroshi), presents Jam
Session: The Ishibashi Foundation Collection x YAMASHIRO Chikako x SHIGA Lieko /In the
midst of.

The Artizon Museum’s Jam Session series fosters new expression by pairing contemporary
artists with works from the Ishibashi Foundation Collection. This sixth installment of the
series features Yamashiro Chikako and Shiga Lieko whose works, though rooted in vastly
different geographic regions — Okinawa for Yamashiro and Tohoku for Shiga — engage
themes of history and memory.

In recent years, localized social change and natural disasters have amplified differences in
regional and cultural experience, prompting once shared memories to fade. In Japan, what
was an almost imperceptible divide between center and periphery has widened with
diminished memory over time of World War Il and the Battle of Okinawa, for example, or of
natural disasters and earthquakes such as the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011.This
situation provides the context for the examination and re-evaluation of the themes of
“center and periphery” and “place and memory”in the In the midst of exhibition.

In our “post-truth” era of blurred facts and information overload, how can the past be
understood? Yamashiro and Shiga confront history and memory directly and viscerally in
their art. Their works are powerful appeals to action that rouse viewers to re-examine their
own views and accepted perspectives and narratives. Yamashiro and Shiga’s new works
created in dialog with the Ishibashi Foundation Collection offer an opportunity to
reconsider our own views on complex and difficult realities as we contemplate the power
of art.
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Highlights

1. Two artists in dialogue with the Ishibashi Foundation Collection

Yamashiro Chikako and Shiga Lieko, two noted artists on the international art scene,
selected Ishibashi Foundation Collection works to engage with for their new creations. The
collaborations convey expanded context and heightened understanding of the Foundation
Collection.

2. In the midst of - connection to place and memory

The exhibition title contains the duality of chance and inevitability, of inflow from an
external source and an internal response. In their art, Yamashiro and Shiga have been
creating new connections with distant places - Okinawa for Yamashiro and Tohoku for Shiga
—through the history and experience of the people rooted in those lands. The themes of
memory, devastation, displacement, and restoration in the works they are creating for this
exhibition interact with Ishibashi Foundation Collection works. The entire exhibition space
serves as an “in the midst of” area where time, place, form, and memory intersect to create
experiences that resonate with viewer impressions and memories.

3. Introducing newly commissioned works by Yamashiro Chikako
and Shiga Lieko

Yamashiro's new video installation interweaves narratives, songs, and prayers with the
complex history of World War Il memory of the bombing in Okinawa and Palau, and the
Tokyo Air Raids. It is presented in a space with barracks-like tent structures where people
with shared memories across space and time gather, share observations, and ultimately
leave.

Shiga’s photographic narrative visualizes the Tohoku and Sanriku region coastline, the
progression from sea to land, as evocative of how we humans find our way in human
society. She critically examines the historical view of progress and energy and, with the
phrase nanumokanumo, an expression that includes the meaning “anything and everything”
in northern Miyagi Prefecture dialect, explores how the human spirit, society, and
community continue to be unsettled, regardless of reconstruction and development
following the devastation of the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. A four
meter high photographic scroll covers the entire exhibition space, creating an immersive
experience that engages the physical senses of viewers.

Both Yamashiro and Shiga will present ambitious works that represent new developments
for them as well as a continuation of themes that have occupied them until now. The strong
visual and auditory experiences of their powerful large-scale installations encourage deep
contemplation.

2/7



Artist Profiles
YAMASHIRO Chikako

Contemporary video artist. Born in Okinawa.

Her works in photography, video and performance create visual
investigations into the history, politics and culture of her homeland
Okinawa. In recent years, she has taken the issue of Okinawa as a
universal proposition that does not stop there, and has used the
overlooked history and people of the East Asian region as her
subject matter, her activities and thinking focus on the themes of
identity, the boundary between life and death, and the inheritance
of the memories and experiences of others. Recent solo exhibitions
include: Song of the Land (Centro de Arte Moderna Gulbenkian, Lisbon,
Portugal, 2024-25), Flowers of Belau (Marugame Genichiro-Inokuma
Museum of Contemporary Art, Kagawa, 2023), Reframing the
land/mind/body-scape (Tokyo Photographic Art Museum, 2021), Chinbin
Western (Dundee Contemporary Arts, Dundee, UK, 2021).

Photo: Ryudai Takano

Future Exhibition

Yamashiro Chikako’s works from this exhibition will be shown in late January 2026 in different form at the
Naha Cultural Arts Theater NAHArt Large Hall (3-26-27 Kumonji, Naha City, Okinawa Prefecture) (Note: the
current exhibition is not a traveling exhibition)

The Naha Cultural Arts Theater NAHArt, opened in 2021, introduces new works in performing arts and a
range of other genres. In commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the end of World War Il, NAHArt plans
to hold installations and performance in the theater space. https://www.nahart.jp/

SHIGA Lieko

Photographer. Born in Aichi, 1980.

Shiga moved to Miyagi prefecture in 2008. There, while
encountering people who lived there, she continued her work,
exploring themes such as the ties between human society and
nature, and memories going back generations.

. In 2011, after the Great East Japan Earthquake and its aftermath, she
W was overwhelmed by the experience of “recovery” — a déja vu of
Japan'’s high-growth period.

She began tracing it back to the roots of the human psyche,
expressing it through a variety of works. Her major solo exhibitions
include Human Spring (Tokyo Photographic Art Museum, 2019), Blind
Date (Marugame Genichiro-Inokuma Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kagawa, 2017), Canary (Foam Fotografiemuseum Amsterdam, 2013), and
RASENKAIGAN (Sendai Mediatheque, 2012-13).

Future Exhibition

Shiga Lieko's works presented in this exhibition are scheduled to be shown in a different form at the
Aomori Museum of Art in 2026 (fall/winter)

(Note: the current exhibition is not a traveling exhibition)

Since its opening on July 13, 2006, the Aomori Museum of Art has introduced a wide range of art drawing
on the rich nature of Aomori Prefecture. Adjacent to the Museum is the Sannai-Maruyama Jomon site, one
of the largest Jomon settlement sites in Japan.

https://www.aomori-museum.jp/en/

3/7



Works in the Exhibition
YAMASHIRO Chikako

YAMASHIRO Chikako, from work in progress. YAMASHIRO Chikako, from work in progress.
©Chikako Yamashiro. Courtesy of the artist ©Chikako Yamashiro. Courtesy of the artist

YAMASHIRO Chikako, from work in progress. YAMASHIRO Chikako, from work in progress.
©Chikako Yamashiro. Courtesy of the artist ©Chikako Yamashiro. Courtesy of the artist

YAMASHIRO Chikako, from work in progress. YAMASHIRO Chikako, from work in progress.
©Chikako Yamashiro. Courtesy of the artist ©Chikako Yamashiro. Courtesy of the artist
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SHIGA Lieko

SHIGA Lieko, Flipped Ship DAIGORO (detail), 2025. SHIGA Lieko, HUMAN HIGHWAY, 2025.
©Lieko Shiga. Courtesy of the artist ©Lieko Shiga. Courtesy of the artist

SHIGA Lieko, Don’t Go, Come Back, 2025. SHIGA Lieko, Enao, 2025.
©Lieko Shiga. Courtesy of the artist ©Lieko Shiga. Courtesy of the artist

SHIGA Lieko, Flipped Ship DAIGORO, 2025.
©Lieko Shiga. Courtesy of the artist
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Collection

A total of four works selected by Yamashiro and Shiga from the approximately 3000 works
of the Ishibashi Foundation Collection will be on display.
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% Ginger Riley MUNDUWALAWALA, The Four Archers, 1994,
Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation.

© The Estate of Ginger Riley / Copyright Agency, Australia

Alberto GIACOMETTI, Walking Man, Artizon
Museum, Ishibashi Foundation

Exhibition Overview

Exhibition title:

Exhibition period:
Opening hours:

Closed:
Venue:

Organizer:
Admission (incl. tax):

Curators:

Jam Session: The Ishibashi Foundation Collection x YAMASHIRO
Chikako x SHIGA Lieko In the midst of

October 11 [Sat], 2025 - January 12 [Mon], 2026

10:00 - 18:00 (until 20:00 on Fridays)

*Last entry 30 minutes before closing.

Mondays (except October 13, November 3, November 24, January
12), October 14, November 4, November 25, December 28-January 3
Artizon Museum, 6, 5F Galleries

Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation

Timed entry system

(Online booking starts from September. 11, 2025)

Online ticket: 1,200 yen

In-Person ticket (purchase at museum): 1,500 yen

Students: Free entry (Advance online booking required.)

“In-Person ticket may be purchased at the museum, if the time slot is not full.
*Advance booking is not required for children up to junior high school age.
"This admission fee gives the visitor access to the concurrent exhibition.

UTSUMI Junya, SUGIMOTO Nagisa
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Artizon Museum

1-7-2 Kyobashi Chuo-ku Tokyo 104-0031, Japan

Tel. Domestic: 050-5541-8600 International: +81 47-316-2772 (Hello Dial)
https://www.artizon.museum/en/

Directions: 5 minutes on foot from JR Tokyo Station (Yaesu Central Exit); Tokyo Metro Ginza Line Kyobashi

Station (No.6, 7 Exit); Tokyo Metro Ginza Line, Tozai Line, Toei Asakusa Line Nihombashi Station (B1 Exit)

Concurrent exhibition

Selections from the Ishibashi Foundation Collection
Special Section YASUI Sotaro

Yasui Sotaro (1888-1955) went through a long exploratory period after
studying in France, before establishing his own style, in which he
expressed the essence of his subject through the use of deformé. His
Seated Lady (1929), a recent Artizon Museum acquisition, is an
important work, the first that showed the world what came to be called
the “Yasui style.” This exhibition focuses on Seated Lady in introducing
the continual transformations of Yasui’'s work from his time in Europe
until the last year of his life.

YASUI Sotaro, Seated Lady, 1929, Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation

Images for Press Use
If using only one image, choose one from Page 1.

Include image credits as provided. Do NOT trim images or overlay them with text.

m Please download images from the site below.

https://www.artpr.jp/artizon/yamashiroshiga2025
* Japanese Only.

* An image with a star x is still subject to copyright protection. Please contact the
Communications Group regarding their use.

For inquiries about this press release:

Artizon Museum Communications

E-mail: publicity@artizon.jp TEL: +81 3-6263-0132 (Direct)
1-7-2 Kyobashi Chuo-ku Tokyo 104-0031, Japan
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