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From the late nineteenth century to the outbreak of World War |, France
enjoyed its Belle Epoque, a time of peace and prosperity. In a society brimming
with a lively, free atmosphere that spurred artistic creativity, Fauvism, Cubism,
and other new art forms bloomed in France at the beginning of the century. In
time, those developments led to the birth of abstract painting, one of the
outcomes of stylistic evolution in painting. Then abstraction shaped
twentieth-century art world. This exhibition explores the history of abstract
painting, and its ties to the future. Beginning around the time of abstract
painting’s birth, it presents abstraction’s rise, trends flourishing, mainly in
French painting before the war, and the rise of Hot Abstraction in France and
Abstract Expressionism after the war. It also explores abstract art’s
simultaneous emergence in Japan, with the Jikken Kobo (Experimental
Workshop), Gutai, and other movements, until the 1960th its multifaceted
development, and its connections with the next generation.
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André DERAIN,

Head of a Woman,

€.1905, Oil on canvas,
44.5%x35.6cm,

Artizon Museum, Ishibashi
Foundation
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Adolph GOTTLIEB, The Seer, 1950, Oil on canvas, 151.8x181.9cm, The Phillips Collection,
Washington, D.C. Acquired 1952

©Adolph and Esther Gottlieb Foundation/ VAGA at ARS, NY/ JASPAR, Tokyo 2023 C4106
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FrantiSsek KUPKA, Study on Red Ground, c.1919, Oil on canvas, 69.5x69.5cm, Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation
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Wassily KANDINSKY,

Study for Panel for Edwin R.
Campbell No.4 (Carnival,
Winter),

1914, Oil on cardboard,
69.8x48.4cm,

The Miyagi Museum of Art
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Paul CEZANNE, Mont Sainte-Victoire and Chateau Noir, c.1904-06, Oil on canvas, 66.2x82.1cm,
Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation
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Willem DE KOONING, January, 1947-48,

Oil on paper mounted on linen, 48.9x39.4cm,
Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation

©2023 The Willem de Kooning Foundation, New York/ ARS,
New York/ JASPAR, Tokyo C4106
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Georgia O'KEEFFE, Autumn Leaf 11, 1927, Oil on canvas,

81.3x53.3cm, Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation
©2023 The Georgia O'Keeffe Foundation/ ARS, New York/ JASPAR, Tokyo C4106
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Jean DUBUFFET, Pierre Matisse a Dark Portrait, 1947, Oil, gravel and
sand on canvas, 130.0x97.3cm, Dation Pierre Matisse, 1991 Centre
Pompidou, Paris Musée national d'art moderne-Centre de création
industrielle

© ADAGP, Paris & JASPAR, Tokyo 2023 C4106

Photo © Centre Pompidou, MNAM-CCI, Dist. RMN-Grand Palais / Philippe Migeat /
distributed by AMF
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FUKUSHIMA Hideko, MP, 1950, Oil on canvas, Jackson POLLOCK, Untitled (Composition with

39.0x34.0cm, Artizon Museum, Ishibashi
Foundation (Deposited Work)
© Kazuo Fukushima

Vertical Trapezoid), c.1943, Oil on canvas,
48.9x40.0cm, Private Collection
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Robert DELAUNAY,

. Windows on the City,

1912, Oil on cardboard,
39.0x29.6cm,

Artizon Museum,

Ishibashi Foundation
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