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About 2022: remap

2022: remap is a modified version of 2022, a new installation that
Dumb Type exhibited at the Japan Pavilion at the 59th International
Art Exhibition, La Biennale di Venezia, under the auspices of the Japan
Foundation. The installation has been rearranged to fit with the
Artizon Museum.

Four high-speed revolving mirrors positioned to the north, east, south
and west of the center of gallery (which is nine-tenths the size of the
upper floor of the Japan Pavilion in Venice) reflect laser beams
trained on them and project them onto the gallery’s four walls. The
five beams in each laser device flash 122,800 times per second to
create 6,144 dots of text, while voices emerge from revolving
parametric speakers. Simple yet universal questions taken from an
1850s American geography textbook are posed at the point where
the visible and invisible, the audible and the inaudible intersect.

What is the Earth?

What is the shape of the Earth?

Of what is the Earth composed?

What is a Continent?

How many Continents are there?

On which Continent do we live?

What is an Ocean?

What is an Island?

What is a Mountain?

What is a Volcano?

Who governs an Empire?

Who governs a Kingdom?

Who governs a Republic?

Which is the largest Empire in the world?
Which is the largest Kingdom in the world?
Which is the largest Republic in the world?
In what Division of the Earth do we live?
When you look at the rising Sun, what Ocean is before you?
When you look at the setting Sun, what Ocean is before you?
Which is the largest Island in the World?
How many Countries are there?

How are they divided?

What Country furthest north?

What Country furthest south?

In what Country do we live?

Where is Cape Farewell?

The original one-hour-long soundtrack composed by Sakamoto Ryuichi,
a relatively recent recruit to Dumb Type, plays from the speakers.
Field-recordings that were made around the world at Sakamoto’s request
during the international travel restrictions of the pandemic play from
turntables positioned according to their location vis-a-vis Tokyo to fill
the space. The natural light and the half-mirror glass box which were
elements of 2022 have been replaced with LED panels in 2022: remap.
The empty space that was at the center of the Japan Pavilion—an
ineffectual void that contrasted with the discourses surrounding it

and was off-limits to the viewer—is here bathed in artificial light and
no longer a space from which all external signals are blocked.

Of all the signals floating through the gallery space, which will you take
as information, and which as questions? What is our contemporary
imaginative response to things whose shape we cannot grasp, to
sounds that we cannot hear and to places we cannot reach?

The viewer will witness other people wandering like them in the
space, pondering the ways in which they communicate and perceive
the world, both things which have been radically changed by the
Internet and social media.
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Playback directed by Sakamoto Ryuichi
for the Dumb Type Exhibition
at Haus der Kunst in 2022):

YAN Jun | 3t YAN Jun | Beijing

Crosby BOLANI | 5=749%> Crosby BOLANI | Cape Town

Apichatpong WEERASETHAKUL | Fx> 24 Apichatpong WEERASETHAKUL | Chiang Mai

Kali MALONE & Stephen O'MALLEY | 5-ks—JL=RK=~ Kali MALONE & Stephen O'MALLEY | La Tour-de-Peilz
Mukul PATEL | O> K> Mukul PATEL | London

John WARWICKER | XJLARIL > John WARWICKER | Melbourne

Martin HERNANDEZ | XF> 37« Martin HERNANDEZ | Mexico City

Giuseppe LA SPADA | ThF kil Giuseppe LA SPADA | Mount Etna

Damian LENTINI | Sa>A> Damian LENTINI | Munich

Alec FELLMAN | Z2—3—% Alec FELLMAN | New York

Andri Snaer MAGNASON & Kaska PALUCH | L/ ¥+ EY Andri Snaer MAGNASON & Kaska PALUCH | Reykjavik
Jaques MORELENBAUM | UZAF<+ X410 Jaques MORELENBAUM | Rio de Janeiro

Atom Heart | #> 57173 Atom Heart | Santiago

CHENG Chou | &4t CHENG Chou | Taipei

Nima MASSALI | #AZ > Nima MASSALI | Tehran

A/ 15V | ®ER ONO Seigen | Tokyo

{Playback) ® L a— R0 1= & O #iitH 71
(VINYL CUTTING GRAPHICS) : (Original record for Playback):

Wi E AT/ AUTORA FACTORY PLATE YAMAJI Shinsuke /AUTORA FACTORY PLATE
TREEE INADA Narumi

Technical support for audio graphic conversion
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Japan Pavilion Exhibition in Tokyo
—From the 59th International Art Exhibition,
La Biennale di Venezia

DUMB TYPE, 2022: remap

Organizer: Artizon Museum, Ishibashi Foundation
The Japan Foundation
Venue: Artizon Museum, 6F Gallery
Exhibition period: 25 February [Sat]-14 May [Sun], 2023
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X A system that reflects the blinking laser
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\ (2,048 CPR) from the encoder of the
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® Laser device

A device consisting of five laser beams
flickering 122,800 times per second, which
projects letters and signals onto the walls
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Q\o X ’o@ LED video panel Revolving parametric speaker \ An LED light, adjusted to be a parallel beam,
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(® Revolving parametric speaker
Trpm-10rpm

A rotating super-directional speaker
controls the sound to be heard only in a
limited narrow area.




